in October and in the following May suggests that this level prevailed throughout the winter. If so, this is a distinct contrast to some of the associated grasses. If the relatively high crude protein content of roughleaf ricegrass is present throughout the winter months, this could make it a valuable fall, winter, and spring forage for wildlife. Casual observations indicated that deer and rabbits fed on this grass but the extent of its contribution to the diet of either was unknown.
Still another characteristic of roughleaf ricegrass is of interest. Flower stalks appeared at the same time the new leaves were elongating in early spring. The grass was in flower in mid-to late-May where the six plants were being measured.
By the time maximum leaf length had been attained, seed was matured and the flower stalks had become prostrate. The flower stalks remained throughout the summer period as radiating spokes from the plant center. 
